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Preface

The development of this book arose from a general frustration of one who, despite
being involved in Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS) and the development of
standards for the sector since 1991, finds information about these standards scat-
tered across the libraries of many different standards organizations.

Where does one find out if a standard even exists? Do we spend man years
developing a standard only to find out that another group has already done the
work, or even worse, done something similar but slightly different and incompat-
ible?

Additionally, and most importantly, ITS does not live in a world of isolation.
ITS exists in a world of information technology. But those developing ITS standards
are not necessarily IT/ICT experts, nor RFID experts, nor biometrics experts; they
are more likely to be automotive engineers, traffic control managers, electronics
design companies, information service providers, and representatives of govern-
ments and user groups.

Yet these technologies are an essential part of ITS. It does not make sense to
start from scratch every time an ITS standard is needed when there are many IT/
ICT standards already developed that can provide much of what we need; we can
simply specify by reference, if only we could find them! In any case, as much of
ITS is about transferring data from system to system in order achieve the provision
of the desired service, ITS has to use and feed information through and to other
IT/ICT systems. It has to be compatible with these standards.

What IT, ICT, RFID, and biometrics standards are available for us to use by
reference? Which standards committees develop these standards? Where do we
look to find out? Which standards are available for free download and which ones
require payment? Does the title of the standard, which seemed so appropriate,
really specify what we need? How can we find a summary of the standard and its
contents without buying the document only to find out it was not what we needed?
And if we find a relevant standard, from which Web site can it be obtained?

Of course, standards development organizations (SDOs) codify their standards
in a systematic way, but in general they are not well organized to service the lay
visitor. If you do not know which SDO or which committee developed a standard,
or its reference number, or its exact title, it may take hours to wade through often
slow and cumbersome Web sites.

If you wonder what those in standards committees do apart from develop the
published papers, the answer in part is that we moan about how these issues make
our life unnecessarily difficult. In one of these “feeling sorry for ourselves” sessions,
Chris Skinner and I came to the conclusion that someone ought to put all these
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my lady might catch cold in state, in the midst of yawning chimneys,
creaking window-sashes, and smoking plaster.

Now look at the door of the coach-house, with its first coat of paint seen
yet, and a variety of patches to keep the feeble barrier together. The loft was
arched once, but a great corner has tumbled at one end, leaving a gash that
unites the windows with the coach-house door. Several of the arch-stones
are removed, and the whole edifice is about as rambling and disorderly as—
as the arrangement of this book, say. Very tall tufts of mouldy moss are on
the drawing-room windows, with long white heads of grass. As I am
sketching this—honk/—a great lean sow comes trampling through the slush
within the courtyard, breaks down the flimsy apparatus of rattling boards
and stones which had passed for the gate, and walks with her seven
squeaking little ones to disport on the grass on the hill.

The drawing-room of the tenement mentioned just now, with its pictures,
and pulleyless windows and lockless doors, was tenanted by a friend who
lodged there with a sick wife and a couple of little children; one of whom
was an infant in arms. It is not, however, the lodger, who is an Englishman,
but the kind landlady and her family who may well be described here—for
their like are hardly to be found on the other side of the Channel. Mrs.
Fagan is a young widow who has seen better days, and that portrait over the
grand mantelpiece is the picture of her husband that is gone, a handsome
young man, and well-to-do at one time as a merchant. But the widow (she is
as pretty, as ladylike, as kind, and as neat as ever widow could be) has little
left to live upon but the rent of her lodgings and her furniture; of which we
have seen the best in the drawing-room.

She has three fine children of her own: there is Minny, and Katey, and
Patsey, and they occupy indifferently the dining-room on the ground-floor
or the kitchen opposite; where in the midst of a great smoke sits an old
nurse, by a copper of potatoes which is always bubbling and full. Patsey
swallows quantities of them, that’s clear—his cheeks are as red and shining
as apples, and when he roars, you are sure that his lungs are in the finest
condition. Next door to the kitchen is the pantry, and there is a bucket full
of the before-mentioned fruit, and a grand service of china for dinner and
dessert. The kind young widow shows them with no little pride, and says
with reason that there are few lodging-houses in Cork that can match such
china as that. They are relics of the happy old times when Fagan kept his



gig and horse, doubtless, and had his friends to dine—the happy prosperous
days which she has exchanged for poverty and the sad black gown.

Patsey, Minny, and Katey have made friends with the little English
people upstairs; the elder of whom, in the course of a month, has as fine a
Munster brogue as ever trolled over the lips of any born Corkagian. The old
nurse carries out the whole united party to walk, with the exception of the
English baby, that jumps about in the arms of a countrywoman of her own.
That is, unless one of the four Miss Fagans take her; for four of them there
are, four other Miss Fagans, from eighteen downwards to fourteen:—
handsome, fresh, lively, dancing, bouncing girls. You may always see two
or three of them smiling at the parlour-window, and they laugh and turn
away their heads when any young fellow looks and admires them.

Now, it stands to reason that a young widow of five-and-twenty can’t be
the mother of four young ladies of eighteen downwards; and, if anybody
wants to know how they come to be living with the poor widow their
cousin, the answer is, they are on a visit. Peggy the maid says their papa is a
gentleman of property, and can ‘spend his eight hundred a year.’

Why don’t they remain with the old gentleman, then, instead of
quartering on the poor young widow, who has her own little mouths to
feed? The reason is, the old gentleman has gone and married his cook; and
the daughters have quitted him in a body, refusing to sit down to dinner
with a person who ought by rights to be in the kitchen. The whole family
(the Fagans are of good family) take the quarrel up, and here are the young
people under shelter of the widow.

Four merrier, tender-hearted girls are not to be found in all Ireland; and
the only subject of contention amongst them is, which shall have the
English baby; they are nursing it, and singing to it, and dandling it by turns
all day long. When they are not singing to the baby, they are singing to an
old piano; such an old, wiry, jingling, wheezy piano! It has plenty of work,
playing jigs and song accompaniments between meals, and acting as a
sideboard at dinner. I am not sure that it is at rest at night either; but have a
shrewd suspicion that it is turned into a four-post bed. And for the following
reason:—

Every afternoon, at four o’clock, you see a tall old gentleman walking
leisurely to the house. He is dressed in a long greatcoat with huge pockets,
and in the huge pockets are sure to be some big apples for all the children—



the English child amongst the rest, and she generally has the biggest one. At
seven o’clock, you are sure to hear a deep voice shouting ‘Paggy!’ in an
awful tone—it is the old gentleman calling for his ‘materials’; which Peggy
brings without any further ado; and a glass of punch is made, no doubt, for
everybody. Then the party separates: the children and the old nurse have
long since trampled upstairs; Peggy has the kitchen for her sleeping-
apartment; and the four young ladies make it out somehow in the back
drawing-room. As for the old gentleman, he reposes in the parlour; and it
must be somewhere about the piano, for there is no furniture in the room
except that, a table, a few old chairs, a workbox, and a couple of albums.

The English girl’s father met her in the street one day, talking
confidentially with a tall old gentleman in a greatcoat. ‘Who’s your friend?’
says the Englishman afterwards to the little girl. ‘Don’t you know him,
papa?’ said the child in the purest brogue. ‘Don’t you know him?—Tuar’s
Unctee James!” And so it was: in this kind, poor, generous, barebacked house,
the English child found a set of new relations; little rosy brothers and sisters
to play with, kind women to take the place of the almost dying mother, a
good old Uncle James to bring her home apples and care for her—one and
all ready to share their little pittance with her, and to give her a place in
their simple friendly hearts. God Almighty bless the widow and her mite,
and all the kind souls under her roof!

How much goodness and generosity—how much purity, fine feeling—
nay, happiness—may dwell amongst the poor whom we have been just
looking at! Here, thank God, is an instance of this happy and cheerful
poverty: and it is good to look, when one can, at the heart that beats under
the threadbare coat, as well as the tattered old garment itself. Well, please
Heaven, some of those people whom we have been looking at are as good,
and not much less happy: but though they are accustomed to their want, the
stranger does not reconcile himself to it quickly; and I hope no Irish reader
will be offended at my speaking of this poverty, not with scorn or ill-
feeling, but with hearty sympathy and good-will.

One word more regarding the Widow Fagan’s house. When Peggy
brought in coals for the drawing-room fire, she carried them—in what do
you think? ‘In a coal-scuttle, to be sure,” says the English reader, down on
you as sharp as a needle.

No, you clever Englishman, it wasn’t a coal-scuttle.



‘Well, then, it was in a fire-shovel,” says that brightest of wits, guessing
again.

No, it wasn t a fire-shovel, you heaven-born genius; and you might guess
from this until Mrs. Snooks called you up to coffee, and you would never
find out. It was in something which I have already described in Mrs.
Fagan’s pantry.

‘Oh, I have you now, it was the bucket where the potatoes were; the
thlatternly wetch!” says Snooks.

Wrong again! Peggy brought up the coals—in a CHINA PLATE!

Snooks turns quite white with surprise, and almost chokes himself with
his port. ‘Well,” says he, ‘of all the wum countwith that I ever wead of, hang

me if Ireland ithn’t the wummetht. Coalth in a plate! Mawyann, do you hear
that? In Ireland they alwayth thend up their coalth in a plate!”’



CHAPTER VIII

FROM CORK TO BANTRY; WITH AN ACCOUNT OF THE CITY
OF SKIBBEREEN

THAT light four-inside, four-horse coach, the ‘Skibbereen Perseverance,’
brought me fifty-two miles to-day, for the sum of three-and-sixpence,
through a country which is, as usual, somewhat difficult to describe. We
issued out of Cork by the western road, in which, as the Guide-book says,
there is something very imposing. ‘The magnificence of the county court-
house, the extent, solidity, and characteristic sternness of the county gaol,’
were visible to us for a few minutes; when, turning away southward from
the pleasant banks of the stream, the road took us towards Bandon, through
a country that is bare and ragged-looking, but yet green and pretty; and it
always seems to me, like the people, to look cheerful in spite of its
wretchedness, or, more correctly, to look tearful and cheerful at the same
time.

The coach, like almost every other public vehicle I have seen in Ireland,
was full to the brim and over it. What can send these restless people
travelling and hurrying about from place to place as they do? I have heard
one or two gentlemen hint that they had ‘business’ at this place or that; and
found afterwards that one was going a couple of score of miles to look at a
mare, another to examine a setter-dog, and so on. I did not make it my
business to ask on what errand the gentlemen on the coach were bound;
though two of them, seeing an Englishman, very good-naturedly began
chalking out a route for him to take, and showing a sort of interest in his
affairs, which is not with us generally exhibited. The coach, too, seemed to
have the elastic hospitality of some Irish houses; it accommodated an
almost impossible number. For the greater part of the journey the little
guard sat on the roof among the carpet-bags, holding in one hand a huge
tambour-frame, in the other a bandbox marked ‘Foggarty, Hatter.” (What is
there more ridiculous in the name of Foggarty than in that of Smith? and
yet, had Smith been the name, I never should have laughed at or remarked
it.) Presently by his side clambered a green-coated policeman with his



carbine, and we had a talk about the wvitriol-throwers at Cork, and the
sentence just passed upon them. The populace has decidedly taken part with
the vitriol-throwers; parties of dragoons were obliged to surround the
avenues of the court; and the judge who sentenced them was abused as he
entered his carriage, and called an old villain, and many other opprobrious
names.

This case the reader very likely remembers. A saw-mill was established
at Cork, by which some four hundred sawyers were thrown out of employ.
In order to deter the proprietors of this and all other mills from using such
instruments further, the sawyers determined to execute a terrible vengeance,
and cast lots among themselves which of their body should fling vitriol into
the faces of the mill-owners. The men who were chosen by the lot were to
execute this horrible office on pain of death, and did so,—frightfully
burning and blinding one of the gentlemen owning the mill. Great rewards
were offered for the apprehension of the criminals, and at last one of their
own body came forward as an approver, and the four principal actors in this
dreadful outrage were sentenced to be transported for life. Crowds of the
ragged admirers of these men were standing round ‘the magnificent county
court-house’ as we passed the building. Ours is a strange life indeed. What a
history of poverty and barbarity, and crime, and even kindness, was that by
which we passed before the magnificent county court-house, at eight miles
an hour? What a chapter might a philosopher write on them! Look yonder at
those two hundred ragged fellow-subjects of yours; they are kind, good,
pious, brutal, starving. If the priest tells them, there is scarce any penance
they will not perform; there is scarcely any pitch of misery which they have
not been known to endure, nor any degree of generosity of which they are
not capable: but if a man comes among these people, and can afford to take
land over their heads, or if he invents a machine which can work more
economically than their labour, they will shoot the man down without
mercy, murder him, or put him to horrible tortures, and glory almost in what
they do. There stand the men; they are only separated from us by a few
paces: they are as fond of their mothers and children as we are; their
gratitude for small kindnesses shown to them is extraordinary; they are
Christians as we are; but interfere with their interests, and they will murder
you without pity.

It is not revenge so much which these poor fellows take, as a brutal
justice of their own. Now, will it seem a paradox to say, in regard to them



and their murderous system, that the way to put an end to the latter is to ki//
them no more? Let the priest be able to go amongst them and say, the law
holds a man’s life so sacred that it will on no account take it away. No man,
nor no body of men, has a right to meddle with human life; not the
Commons of England any more than the Commons of Tipperary. This may
cost two or three lives, probably, until such time as the system may come to
be known and understood: but which will be the greatest economy of blood
in the end?

By this time the vitriol-men were long passed away, and we began next
to talk about the Cork and London steamboats; which are made to pay, on
account of the number of paupers whom the boats bring over from London
at the charge of that city. The passengers found here, as in everything else
almost which I have seen as yet, another instance of the injury which
England inflicts on them. ‘As long as these men are strong and can work,’
says one, ‘you keep them: when they are in bad health, you fling them upon
us.” Nor could I convince him that the agricultural gentlemen were perfectly
free to stay at home if they liked: that we did for them what was done for
English paupers—sent them, namely, as far as possible on the way to their
parishes; nay, that some of them (as I have seen with my own eyes) actually
saved a bit of money during the harvest, and took this cheap way of
conveying it and themselves to their homes again. But nothing would
convince the gentlemen that there was not some wicked scheming on the
part of the English in the business; and, indeed, I find upon almost every
other subject a peevish and puerile suspiciousness which is worthy of
France itself.

By this time we came to a pretty village called Innishannon, upon the
noble banks of the Bandon river; leading for three miles by a great number
of pleasant gentlemen’s seats to Bandon town. A good number of large mills
were on the banks of the stream; and the chief part of them, as in Carlow,
useless. One mill we saw was too small for the owner’s great speculations;
and so he built another and larger one: the big mill cost him £10,000, for
which his brothers went security; and, a lawsuit being given against the
millowner, the two mills stopped, the two brothers went off, and yon fine
old house, in the style of Anne, with terraces and tall chimneys—one of the
oldest country-houses I have seen in Ireland—is now inhabited by the
natural son of the millowner, who has more such interesting progeny. Then
we came to a tall, comfortable house, in a plantation; opposite to which was



a stone castle, in 1ts shrubberies on the other side of the road. The tall house
in the plantation shot the opposite side of the road in a duel, and nearly
killed him; on which the opposite side of the road built this castle, in order
to plague the tall house. They are good friends now; but the opposite side of
the road ruined himself in building his house. I asked, ‘Is the house
finished?”—°4 good deal of it is,” was the answer.—And then we came to a
brewery, about which was a similar story of extravagance and ruin; but,
whether before or after entering Bandon, does not matter.

We did not, it appears, pass through the best part of Bandon: I looked
along one side of the houses in the long street through which we went, to
see if there was a window without a broken pane of glass, and can declare
on my conscience that every single window had three broken panes. There
we changed horses, in a market-place, surrounded, as usual, by beggars;
then we passed through a suburb still more wretched and ruinous than the
first street, and which, in very large letters, is called Dovie Streer: and the
next stage was at a place called Dunmanway.

Here it was market-day, too, and, as usual, no lack of attendants: swarms
of peasants in their blue cloaks, squatting by their stalls here and there.
There 1s a little, miserable old market-house, where a few women were
selling buttermilk; another, bullocks’ hearts, liver, and such like scraps of
meat; another had dried mackerel on a board; and plenty of people
huckstering, of course. Round the coach came crowds of raggery, and
blackguards fawning for money. I wonder who gives them any! I have
never seen any one give yet; and were they not even so numerous that it
would be impossible to gratify them all, there is something in their cant and
supplications to the Lord so disgusting to me, that I could not give a
halfpenny.

In regard of pretty faces, male or female, this road is very unfavourable.
I have not seen one for fifty miles; though, as it was market-day all along
the road, we have had the opportunity to examine vast numbers of
countenances. The women are, for the most part, stunted, short, with flat
Tartar faces; and the men no handsomer. Every woman has bare legs, of
course; and as the weather is fine, they are sitting outside their cabins, with
the pig, and the geese, and the children sporting around.

Before many doors we saw a little flock of these useful animals, and the
family pig almost everywhere. You might see him browsing and poking



along the hedges, his fore and hind leg attached with a wisp of hay to check
his propensity to roaming. Here and there were a small brood of turkeys;
now and then a couple of sheep or a single one grazing upon a scanty field,
of which the chief crop seemed to be thistles and stone; and, by the side of
the cottage, the potato-field always.

The character of the landscape for the most part is bare and sad; except
here and there in the neighbourhood of the towns, where people have taken
a fancy to plant, and where nature has helped them, as it almost always will
in this country. If we saw a field with a good hedge to it, we were sure to
see a good crop inside. Many a field was there that had neither crop nor
hedge. We passed by and over many pretty streams, running bright through
brilliant emerald meadows: and I saw a thousand charming pictures, which
want as yet an Irish Berghem. A bright road winding up a hill; on it a
country cart, with its load, stretching a huge shadow; the before-mentioned
emerald pastures and silver rivers in the foreground; a noble sweep of hills
rising up from them, and contrasting their magnificent purple with the
green; in the extreme distance the clear cold outline of some far-off
mountains, and the white clouds tumbled about in the blue sky overhead. It
has no doubt struck all persons who love to look at nature, how different the
skies are in different countries. I fancy Irish or French clouds are as
characteristic as Irish or French landscapes. It would be well to have a
Daguerreotype and get a series of each. Some way beyond Dunmanna the
road takes us through a noble savage country of rocks and heath. Nor must
the painter forget long black tracts of bog here and there, and the water
glistening brightly at the places where the turf has been cut away. Add to
this, and chiefly by the banks of rivers, a ruined old castle or two; some



were built by the Danes, it is said. The O’Connors, the O’Mahonys, the
O’Driscolls, were lords of many others, and their ruined towers may be
seen here and along the sea.

Near Dunmanna that great coach, ‘The Skibbereen Industry,” dashed by
us at seven miles an hour; a wondrous vehicle: there were gaps between
every one of the panels; you could see daylight through and through it. Like
our machine, it was full, with three complementary sailors on the roof, as
little harness as possible to the horses, and as long stages as horses can well
endure; ours were each eighteen-mile stages. About eight miles from
Skibbereen a one-horse car met us, and carried away an offshoot of
passengers to Bantry. Five passengers and their luggage, and a very wild
steep road; all this had one poor little pony to overcome! About the towns
there were some show of gentlemen’s cars, smart and well appointed, and
on the road great numbers of country carts; an army of them met us coming
from Skibbereen, and laden with grey sand for manure.

Before you enter the city of Skibbereen, the tall new Poorhouse presents
itself to the eye of the traveller; of the common model, being a bastard-
Gothic edifice, with a profusion of cottage-ornée (is cottage masculine or
feminine in French?)—of cottage-orné roofs, and pinnacles, and insolent-
looking stacks of chimneys. It is built for 900 people, but as yet not more
than 400 have been induced to live in it; the beggars preferring the freedom
of their precarious trade to the dismal certainty within its walls. Next we
come to the chapel, a very large respectable-looking building of dark-grey
stone; and presently, behold, by the crowd of blackguards in waiting, the
‘Skibbereen Perseverance’ has found its goal, and you are inducted to the
‘Hotel’ opposite.

Some gentlemen were at the coach, besides those of lower degree. Here
was a fat fellow with large whiskers, a geranium, and a cigar; yonder a tall
handsome old man that I would swear was a dragoon on half-pay. He had a
little cap, a Taglioni coat, a pair of beautiful spaniels, and a pair of knee-
breeches which showed a very handsome old leg; and his object seemed to
be to invite everybody to dinner as they got off the coach. No doubt he has
seen the ‘Skibbereen Perseverance’ come in ever since it was a
‘Perseverance.’ It is wonderful to think what will interest men in prisons or
country towns!



There is a dirty coffee-room, with a strong smell of whisky; indeed three
young ‘materialists’ are employed at the moment: and I hereby beg to offer
an apology to three other gentlemen—the Captain, another, and the
gentleman of the geranium, who had caught hold of a sketching-stool which
is my property, and were stretching it, and sitting upon it, and wondering,
and talking of it, when the owner came in, and they bounced off to their
seats like so many schoolboys. Dirty as the place was, this was no reason
why it should not produce an exuberant dinner of trout and Kerry mutton;
after which Dan the waiter, holding up a dingy decanter, asks how much
whisky I’d have.

That calculation need not be made here; and if a man sleeps well, has he
any need to quarrel with the appointments of his bedroom, and spy out the
deficiencies of the land? As it was Sunday, it was impossible for me to say
what sort of shops ‘the active and flourishing town’ of Skibbereen contains.
There were some of the architectural sort, viz. with gilt letters and cracked
mouldings, and others into which I thought I saw the cows walking; but it
was only into their little cribs and paddocks at the back of the shops. There
is a trim Wesleyan chapel, without any broken windows; a neat church
standing modestly on one side; the lower street crawls along the river to a
considerable extent, having by-streets and boulevards of cabins here and
there.

The people came flocking into the place by hundreds, and you saw their
blue cloaks dotting the road and the bare open plains beyond. The men
came with shoes and stockings to-day, the women all bare-legged, and
many of them might be seen washing their feet in the stream before they
went up to the chapel. The street seemed to be lined on either side with blue
cloaks, squatting along the doorways as is their wont. Among these,
numberless cows were walking to and fro, and pails of milk passing, and
here and there a hound or two went stalking about. Dan, the waiter, says
they are hunted by the handsome old Captain who was yesterday inviting
everybody to dinner.

Anybody at eight o’clock of a Sunday morning in summer may behold
the above scene from a bridge just outside the town. He may add to it the
river, with one or two barges lying idle upon it; a flag flying at what looks
like a custom-house; bare country all around; and the chapel before him,
with a swarm of the dark figures round about it.



I went into it, not without awe (for, as I confessed before, I always feel a
sort of tremor on going into a Catholic place of worship: the candles, and
altars, and mysteries, the priest, and his robes, and nasal chanting, and
wonderful genuflections, will frighten me as long as I live). The chapel-
yard was filled with men and women; a couple of shabby old beadles were
at the gate, with copper shovels to collect money; and inside the chapel four
or five hundred people were on their knees, and scores more of the blue-
mantles came in, dropping their curtsies as they entered, and then taking
their places on the flags.

And now the pangs of hunger beginning to make themselves felt, it
became necessary for your humble servant (after making several useless
applications to a bell, which properly declined to work on Sundays) to make
a personal descent to the inn-kitchen, where was not a bad study for a
painter. It is a huge room, with a peat fire burning, and a staircase walking
up one side of it, on which stair was a damsel in a partial though by no
means picturesque dishabille. The cook had just come in with a great
frothing pail of milk, and sat with her arms folded; the hostler’s boy sat
dangling his legs from the table; the hostler was dandling a noble little boy
of a year old, at whom Mrs. Cook likewise grinned delighted. Here, too, sat
Mr. Dan, the waiter; and no wonder breakfast was delayed, for all three of
these worthy domestics seemed delighted with the infant.

He was handed over to the gentleman’s arms for the space of thirty
seconds; the gentleman being the father of a family, and of course an
amateur.

‘Say Dan for the gentleman,’ says the delighted cook.

‘Dada,’ says the baby; at which the assembly grinned with joy: and Dan
promised I should have my breakfast ‘in a hurry.’

But of all the wonderful things to be seen in Skibbereen, Dan’s pantry is
the most wonderful: every article within is a makeshift, and has been
ingeniously perverted from its original destination. Here lie bread, blacking,
fresh butter, tallow-candles, dirty knives—all in the same cigar-box with
snuff, milk, cold bacon, brown sugar, broken teacups, and bits of soap. No
pen can describe that establishment, as no English imagination could have
conceived it. But lo! the sky has cleared after a furious fall of rain—(in
compliance with Dan’s statement to that effect, ‘that the weather would be
fine’)—and a car is waiting to carry us to Loughine.



Although the description of Loughine can make but a poor figure in a
book, the ride thither is well worth the traveller’s short labour. You pass by
one of the cabin-streets out of the town, into a country which for a mile is
rich with grain, though bare of trees; then through a boggy bleak district,
from which you enter into a sort of sea of rocks, with patches of herbage
here and there. Before the traveller, almost all the way, is a huge pile of
purple mountain, on which, as one comes nearer, one perceives numberless
waves and breaks, as you see small waves on a billow in the sea; then
clambering up a hill, we look down upon a bright green flat of land, with
the lake beyond it, girt round by grey melancholy hills. The water may be a
mile in extent; a cabin tops the mountain here and there; gentlemen have
erected one or two anchorite pleasure-houses on the banks, as cheerful as a
summer-house would be on Salisbury Plain. I felt not sorry to have seen this
lonely lake, and still happier to leave it. There it lies with crags all round it,
in the midst of desolate plains; it escapes somewhere to the sea; its waters
are salt; half a dozen boats lie here and there upon its banks, and we saw a
small crew of boys plashing about and swimming in it, and laughing and
yelling. It seemed a shame to disturb the silence so.

The crowd of swaggering ‘gents’ (I don’t know the corresponding phrase
in the Anglo-Irish vocabulary to express a shabby dandy) awaiting the Cork
mail, which kindly goes twenty miles out of its way to accommodate the
town of Skibbereen, was quite extraordinary. The little street was quite
blocked up with shabby gentlemen, and shabby beggars, awaiting this daily
phenomenon. The man who had driven us to Loughine did not fail to ask
for his fee as driver; and then, having received it, came forward in his
capacity of boots, and received another remuneration. The ride is desolate,
bare, and yet beautiful. There are a set of hills that keep one company the
whole way; they were partially hidden in a grey sky, which flung a general
hue of melancholy too over the green country through which we passed.
There was only one wretched village along the road, but no lack of
population; ragged people who issued from their cabins as the coach
passed, or were sitting by the wayside. Everybody seems sitting by the
wayside here: one never sees this general repose in England—a sort of
ragged lazy contentment. All the children seemed to be on the watch for the
coach; waited very knowingly and carefully their opportunity, and then
hung on by scores behind. What a pleasure, to run over flinty roads with
bare feet, to be whipped off, and to walk back to the cabin again! These



were very different cottages to those neat ones I had seen in Kildare. The
wretchedness of them is quite painful to look at; many of the potato-gardens
were half dug up, and it is only the first week in August, near three months
before the potato is ripe and at full growth; and the winter still six months
away. There were chapels occasionally, and smart new-built churches—one
of them has a congregation of ten souls, the coachman told me. Would it not
be better that the clergyman should receive them in his room, and, that the
church-building money should be bestowed otherwise?

At length, after winding up all sorts of dismal hills speckled with
wretched hovels, a ruinous mill every now and then, black bog-lands, and
small winding streams, breaking here and there into little falls, we come
upon some grounds well tilled and planted, and descending (at no small risk
from stumbling horses) a bleak long hill, we see the water before us, and
turning to the right by the handsome little park of Lord Bearhaven, enter
Bantry. The harbour is beautiful. Small mountains in pretty green
undulations rising on the opposite side; great grey ones farther back; a
pretty island in the midst of the water, which is wonderfully bright and
calm. A handsome yacht, and two or three vessels with their Sunday colours
out, were lying in the bay. It looked like a seaport scene at a theatre, gay,
cheerful, neat, and picturesque. At a little distance the town, too, is very
pretty. There are some smart houses on the quays, a handsome court-house
as usual, a fine large hotel, and plenty of people flocking round the
wonderful coach.

The town i1s most picturesquely situated, climbing up a wooded hill, with
numbers of neat cottages here and there, an ugly church with an air of
pretension, and a large grave Roman Catholic chapel, the highest point of
the place. The main street was as usual thronged with the squatting blue
cloaks, carrying on their eager trade of buttermilk and green apples, and
such cheap wares. With the exception of this street and the quay, with their
whitewashed and slated houses, it is a town of cabins. The wretchedness of
some of them is quite curious; I tried to make a sketch of a row which lean
against an old wall, and are built upon a rock that tumbles about in the
oddest and most fantastic shapes, with a brawling waterfall dashing down a
channel in the midst. These are, it appears, the beggars’ houses; any one
may build a lodge against that wall, rent-free; and such places were never
seen! As for drawing them, it was in vain to try; one might as well make a
sketch of a bundle of rags. An ordinary pigsty in England is really more



comfortable. Most of them were not six feet long or five feet high, built of
stones huddled together, a hole being left for the people to creep in at, a
ruined thatch to keep out some little portion of the rain. The occupiers of
these places sat at their doors in tolerable contentment, or the children came
down and washed their feet in the water. I declare I believe a Hottentot
kraal has more comforts in it; even to write of the place makes one
unhappy, and the words move slow. But in the midst of all this misery there
is an air of actual cheerfulness; and go but a few score of yards off, and
these wretched hovels lying together look really picturesque and pleasing.



CHAPTER IX

RAINY DAYS AT GLENGARIFF

A SMART two-horse car takes the traveller thrice a week from Bantry to
Killarney, by way of Glengariff and Kenmare. Unluckily, the rain was
pouring down furiously as we passed to the first-named places, and we had
only opportunity to see a part of the astonishing beauties of the country.
What sends picturesque tourists to the Rhine and Saxon Switzerland?
within five miles round the pretty inn of Glengariff there is a country of the
magnificence of which no pen can give an idea. I would like to be a great
prince, and bring a train of painters over to make, if they could, and
according to their several capabilities, a set of pictures of the place. Mr.
Creswick would find such rivulets and waterfalls, surrounded by a
luxuriance of foliage and verdure that only his pencil can imitate. As for Mr.
Cattermole, a red-shanked Irishman should carry his sketching-books to all
sorts of wild, noble heights, and vast, rocky valleys, where he might please
himself by piling crag upon crag, and by introducing, if he had a mind,
some of the wild figures which peopled this country in old days. There is
the Eagles’ Nest, for instance, regarding which the Guide-book gives a
pretty legend. The Prince of Bantry being conquered by the English
soldiers, fled away, leaving his Princess and children to the care of a certain
faithful follower of his, who was to provide them with refuge and food. But
the whole country was overrun by the conquerors; all the flocks driven
away by them, all the houses ransacked, and the crops burnt off the ground,
and the faithful servitor did not know where he should find a meal or a
resting-place for the unhappy Princess O’Donovan.

He made, however, a sort of shed by the side of a mountain, composing
it of sods and stones so artfully that no one could tell but that it was a part
of the hill itself; and here, having speared or otherwise obtained a salmon,
he fed their Highnesses for the first day; trusting to Heaven for a meal when
the salmon should be ended.



The Princess O’Donovan and her princely family soon came to an end of
the fish; and cried out for something more.

So the faithful servitor, taking with him a rope and his little son Shamus,
mounted up to the peak where the eagles rested; and, from the spot to which
he climbed, saw their nest, and the young eaglets in it, in a cleft below the
precipice.

‘Now,” said he, ‘Shamus my son, you must take these thongs with you,
and I will let you down by the rope’ (it was a straw-rope, which he had
made himself, and though it might be considered a dangerous thread to
hang by in other countries, you’ll see plenty of such contrivances in Ireland
to the present day).

‘I will let you down by the rope, and you must tie the thongs round the
necks of the eaglets, not so as to choke them, but to prevent them from
swallowing much.” So Shamus went down, and did as his father bade him,
and came up again when the eaglets were doctored.

Presently the eagles came home: one bringing a rabbit and the other a
grouse. These they dropped into the nest for the young ones; and soon after
went away in quest of other adventures.

Then Shamus went down into the eagles’ nest again, gutted the grouse
and rabbit, and left the garbage to the eaglets (as was their right), and
brought away the rest. And so the Princess and Princes had game that night
for their supper. How long they lived in this way, the Guide-book does not
say: but let us trust that the Prince, if he did not come to his own again, was
at least restored to his family and decently mediatised: and, for my part, |
have very little doubt but that Shamus, the gallant young eagle-robber,
created a favourable impression upon one of the young princesses, and



(after many adventures in which he distinguished himself) was accepted by
her Highness for a husband, and her princely parents for a gallant son-in-
law.

And here, while we are travelling to Glengariff, and ordering painters
about with such princely liberality (by the way, Mr. Stanfield should have a
boat in the bay, and paint both rock and sea at his ease), let me mention a
wonderful, awful incident of real life which occurred on the road. About
four miles from Bantry, at a beautiful wooded place, hard by a mill and
waterfall, up rides a gentleman to the car with his luggage, going to
Killarney races. The luggage consisted of a small carpet-bag and a pistol-
case. About two miles farther on, a fellow stops the car: ‘Joe,” says he, ‘my
master is going to ride to Killarney, so you please to take his luggage.” The
luggage consisted of a small carpet-bag, and—a pistol-case as before. Is this
a gentleman’s usual travelling baggage in Ireland?

As there is more rain in this country than in any other, and as, therefore,
naturally, the inhabitants should be inured to the weather, and made to
despise an inconvenience which they cannot avoid, the travelling
conveyances are arranged so that you may get as much practice in being
wet as possible. The travellers’ baggage is stowed in a place between the
two rows of seats, and which is not inaptly called the well, as in a rainy
season you might possibly get a bucketful of water out of that orifice. And,
I confess, I saw, with a horrid satisfaction, the pair of pistol-cases lying in
this moist aperture, with water pouring above them and lying below them:;
nay, prayed that all such weapons might one day be consigned to the same
fate. But as the waiter at Bantry, in his excessive zeal to serve me, had sent
my portmanteau back to Cork by the coach, instead of allowing me to carry
it with me to Killarney, and as the rain had long since begun to insinuate
itself under the seat-cushion, and through the waterproof apron of the car, I
dropped off at Glengariff, and dried the only suit of clothes I had by the
kitchen fire. The inn is very pretty; some thorn-trees stand before it, where
many bare-legged people were lolling, in spite of the weather. A beautiful
bay stretches out before the house, the full tide washing the thorn-trees;
mountains rise on either side of the little bay, and there is an island, with a
castle in it in the midst, near which a yacht was moored. But the mountains
were hardly visible for the mist, and the yacht, island, and castle looked as
if they had been washed against the flat grey sky in India-ink.



The day did not clear up sufficiently to allow me to make any long
excursion about the place, or indeed to see a very wide prospect round
about it: at a few hundred yards, most of the objects were enveloped in
mist; but even this, for a lover of the picturesque, had its beautiful effect,
for you saw the hills in the foreground pretty clear, and covered with their
wonderful green, while immediately behind them rose an immense blue
mass of mist and mountain that served to relieve (to use the painter’s
phrase) the nearer objects. Annexed to the hotel is a flourishing garden,
where the vegetation is so great that the landlord told me it was all he could
do to check the trees from growing; round about the bay, in several places,
they come clustering down to the water edge, nor does the salt water
interfere with them.

Winding up a hill to the right, as you quit the inn, is the beautiful road to
the cottage and park of Lord Bantry. One or two parties on pleasure bent
went so far as the house, and were partially consoled for the dreadful rain
which presently poured down wupon them, by wine, whisky, and
refreshments which the liberal owner of the house sent out to them. I myself
had only got a few hundred yards when the rain overtook me, and sent me
for refuge into a shed, where a blacksmith had arranged a rude furnace and
bellows, and where he was at work, with a rough gilly to help him, and, of
course, a lounger or two to look on.

The scene was exceedingly wild and picturesque, and 1 took out a
sketch-book and began to draw. The blacksmith was at first very suspicious
of the operation which I had commenced, nor did the poor fellow’s
sternness at all yield until I made him a present of a shilling to buy tobacco,
when he, his friend, and his son became good-humoured, and said their
little say. This was the first shilling he had earned these three years: he was
a small farmer, but was starved out, and had set up a forge here, and was
trying to get a few pence. What struck me was the great number of people
about the place. We had at least twenty visits while the sketch was being
made; cars, and single and double horsemen, were continually passing;
between the intervals of the shower a couple of ragged old women would
creep out from some hole and display baskets of green apples for sale: wet
or not, men and women were lounging up and down the road. You would
have thought it was a fair, and yet there was not even a village at this place,
only the inn and post-house, by which the cars to Tralee pass thrice a week.



The weather, instead of mending, on the second day was worse than
ever. All the view had disappeared now under a rushing rain, of which I
never saw anything like the violence. We were visited by five maritime, nay
buccaneering-looking gentlemen in mustachios, with fierce caps and
jackets, just landed from a yacht: and then the car brought us three
Englishmen wet to the skin and thirsting for whisky-and-water.

And with these three Englishmen a great scene occurred, such as we read
of in Smollett’s and Fielding’s inns. One was a fat old gentleman from
Cambridge, who, I was informed, was a fellow of a College in that

University, but whom I shrewdly suspect!23] to be a butler or steward of the
same. The younger men, burly, manly, good-humoured fellows of seventeen
stone, were the nephews of the elder, who, says one, ‘could draw a cheque
for his thousand pounds.’

Two-and-twenty years before, on landing at the Pigeon-House at Dublin,
the old gentleman had been cheated by a carman, and his firm opinion
seemed to be that all carmen, nay, all Irishmen, were cheats.

And a sad proof of this depravity speedily showed itself: for having
hired a three-horse car at Killarney, which was to carry them to Bantry, the
Englishmen saw, with immense indignation, after they had drunk a series of
glasses of whisky, that the three-horse car had been removed, a one-horse
vehicle standing in its stead.

Their wrath no pen can describe. ‘I tell you they are all so!” shouted the
elder. “‘When I landed at the Pigeon-House > ‘Bring me a post-chaise!’
roars the second. ‘Waiter, get some more whisky!” exclaims the third. ‘If
they don’t send us on with three horses, I’ll stop here for a week.” Then
issuing, with his two young friends, into the passage, to harangue the
populace assembled there, the elder Englishman began a speech about
dishonesty, ‘d——d rogues and thieves, Pigeon-House; he was a
gentleman, and wouldn’t be done, d n his eyes and everybody’s eyes.’
Upon the affrighted landlord, who came to interpose, they all fell with great
ferocity: the elder man swearing, especially, that he ‘would write to Lord
Lansdowne regarding his conduct, likewise to Lord Bandon, also to Lord
Bantry: he was a gentleman; he’d been cheated in the year 1815, on his first
landing at the Pigeon-House: and d n the Irish, they were all alike.’
After roaring and cursing for half an hour, a gentleman at the door, seeing
the meek bearing of the landlord—who stood quite lost and powerless in




the whirlwind of rage that had been excited about his luckless ears, said, ‘If
men cursed and swore in that way in his house, he would know how to put
them out.’

‘Put me out!” says one of the young men, placing himself before the fat
old blasphemer, his relative. ‘Put me out, my fine fellow!” But it was
evident the Irishman did not like his customer. ‘Put me out!’ roars the old
gentleman, from behind his young protector; ’ n my eyes, who are you,
sir? who are you, sir? I insist on knowing who you are?’

‘And who are you?’ asks the Irishman.

‘Sir, I’'m a gentleman, and pay my way!—and as soon as I get into
Bantry, I swear I’ll write a letter to Lord Bandon Bantry, and complain of
the treatment I have received here.’

Now, as the unhappy landlord had not said one single word, and as, on
the contrary, to the annoyance of the whole house, the stout old gentleman
from Cambridge had been shouting, raging, and cursing for two hours, |
could not help, like a great ass as I was, coming forward and (thinking the
landlord might be a tenant of Lord Bantry’s) saying, ‘Well, sir, if you write
and say the landlord has behaved ill, I will write to say that he has acted
with extraordinary forbearance and civility.’

O fool! to interfere in disputes where one set of the disputants have
drunk half a dozen glasses of whisky in the middle of the day! No sooner
had I said this than the other young man came and fell upon me, and in the
course of a few minutes found leisure to tell me ‘that I was no gentleman;
that I was ashamed to give my name, or say where I lived; that | was a liar,
and didn’t live in London, and couldn’t mention the name of a single
respectable person there; that he was a merchant and tradesman, and hid his
quality from nobody;’ and finally, ‘that though bigger than himself, there
was nothing he would like better than that I should come out on the green
and stand to him like a man.’

This invitation, although repeated several times, I refused with as much
dignity as I could assume; partly because I was sober and cool, while the
other was furious and drunk; also because I felt a strong suspicion that in
about ten minutes the man would manage to give me a tremendous beating,
which I did not merit in the least; thirdly, because a victory over him would
not have been productive of the least pleasure to me; and lastly, because
there was something really honest and gallant in the fellow coming out to



defend his old relative. Both of the younger men would have fought like
tigers for this disreputable old gentleman, and desired no better sport. The
last I heard of the three was that they and the driver made their appearance
before a magistrate in Bantry; and a pretty story will the old man have to
tell to his club at the Hoop, or the Red Lion, of those swindling Irish, and
the ill-treatment he met with in their country.

As for the landlord, the incident will be a blessed theme of conversation
to him for a long time to come. I heard him discoursing of it in the passage
during the rest of the day; and next morning when I opened my window and
saw with much delight the bay clear and bright as silver—except where the
green hills were reflected in it, the blue sky above, and the purple
mountains round about with only a few clouds veiling their peaks—the first
thing I heard was the voice of Mr. Eccles repeating the story to a new
customer.

‘I thought thim couldn’t be gintlemin,” was the appropriate remark of
Mr. Tom the waiter, ‘from the way in which they took their whishky,—raw
with cold wather, widout mixing or inything.” Could an Irish waiter give a
more excellent definition of the ungenteel?

At nine o’clock in the morning of the next day, the unlucky car which
had carried the Englishmen to Bantry came back to Glengariff; and as the
morning was very fine, [ was glad to take advantage of it, and travel some
five-and-thirty English miles to Killarney.



CHAPTER X

FROM GLENGARIFF TO KILLARNEY

THE Irish car seems accommodated for any number of persons: it appeared
to be full when we left Glengariff, for a traveller from Bearhaven, and the
five gentlemen from the yacht, took seats upon it with myself, and we
fancied it was impossible more than seven should travel by such a
conveyance; but the driver showed the capabilities of his vehicle presently.
The journey from Glengariff to Kenmare is one of astonishing beauty; and 1
have seen Killarney since, and am sure that Glengarift loses nothing by
comparison with this most famous of lakes. Rock, wood, and sea stretch
around the traveller—a thousand delightful pictures: the landscape is at first
wild without being fierce, immense woods and plantations enriching the
valleys—beautiful streams to be seen everywhere.

Here again | was surprised at the great population along the road; for one
saw but few cabins, and there is no village between Glengariff and
Kenmare. But men and women were on banks and in fields; children, as
usual, came trooping up to the car; and the jovial men of the yacht had great
conversations with most of the persons whom we met on the road. A
merrier set of fellows it were hard to meet. ‘Should you like anything to
drink, sir?’ says one, commencing the acquaintance. ‘We have the best
whisky in the world, and plenty of porter in the basket.” Therewith the jolly
seamen produced a long bottle of grog, which was passed round from one
to another; and then began singing, shouting, laughing, roaring, for the
whole journey. ‘British sailors have a knack, pull away ho, boys! Hurroo,
my fine fellow, does your mother know you’re out? Hurroo, Tim Herlihy!
you’re a fluke, Tim Herlihy.” One man sang on the roof, one hurrooed to the
echo, another apostrophised the aforesaid Herlihy as he passed grinning on
a car; a third had a pocket-handkerchief flaunting from a pole, with which
he performed exercises in the face of any horsemen whom we met; and
great were their yells as the ponies shied off at the salutation and the riders
swerved in their saddles. In the midst of this rattling chorus we went along:
gradually the country grew wilder and more desolate, and we passed



through a grim mountain region, bleak and bare, the road winding round
some of the innumerable hills, and once or twice, by means of a tunnel,
rushing boldly through them. One of these tunnels, they say, is a couple of
hundred yards long; and a pretty howling, I need not say, was made through
that pipe of rock by the jolly yacht’s crew. ‘We saw you sketching in the
blacksmith’s shed at Glengariff,” says one, ‘and we wished we had you on
board. Such a jolly life we led of it!’—They roved about the coast, they
said, in their vessel; they feasted off the best of fish, mutton, and whisky;
they had Gamble’s turtle-soup on board, and fun from morning till night,
and vice versd. Gradually it came out that there was not, owing to the
tremendous rains, a dry corner in their ship; that they slung two in a huge
hammock in the cabin, and that one of their crew had been ill, and shirked
off. What a wonderful thing pleasure is! To be wet all day and night; to be
scorched and blistered by the sun and rain; to beat in and out of little
harbours, and to exceed diurnally upon whisky-punch—*faith, London, and
an arm-chair at the club, are more to the tastes of some men.

After much mountain-work of ascending and descending (in which latter
operation, and by the side of precipices that make passing cockneys rather
squeamish, the carman drove like mad to the hooping and screeching of the
red rovers), we at length came to Kenmare, of which all that I know is that
it lies prettily in a bay or arm of the sea; that it is approached by a little
hanging-bridge, which seems to be a wonder in these parts; that it is a
miserable little place when you enter it; and that, finally, a splendid
luncheon of all sorts of meat and excellent cold salmon may sometimes be
had for a shilling at the hotel of the place. It is a great vacant house, like the
rest of them, and would frighten people in England; but after a few days one
grows used to the Castle Rackrent style. I am not sure that there is not a
certain sort of comfort to be had in these rambling rooms, and among these
bustling, blundering waiters, which one does not always meet with in an
orderly English house of entertainment.

After discussing the luncheon, we found the car with fresh horses,
beggars, idlers, policemen, etc., standing round, of course; and now the
miraculous vehicle, which had held hitherto seven with some difficulty, was
called upon to accommodate thirteen.

A pretty noise would our three Englishmen of yesterday, nay, any other
Englishmen for the matter of that, have made, if coolly called upon to admit
an extra party of four into a mail-coach! The yacht’s crew did not make a



single objection; a couple clambered up on the roof, where they managed to
locate themselves with wonderful ingenuity, perched upon hard wooden
chests, or agreeably reposing upon the knotted ropes which held them
together: one of the new passengers scrambled between the driver’s legs,
where he held on somehow, and the rest were pushed and squeezed
astonishingly in the car.

A CAR TO KILLARNEY

Now the fact must be told, that five of the new passengers (I don’t count
a little boy besides) were women, and very pretty, gay, frolicsome, lively,
kind-hearted, innocent women too; and for the rest of the journey there was
no end of laughing, and shouting, and singing, and hugging, so that the
caravan presented the appearance which is depicted in the opposite
engraving.

Now it may be a wonder to some persons, that with such a cargo the
carriage did not upset, or some of us did not fall off; to which the answer is
that we did fall off. A very pretty woman fell off, and showed a pair of
never-mind-what-coloured garters, and an interesting English traveller fell
off too: but, Heaven bless you! these cars are made to fall off from; and
considering the circumstances of the case, and in the same company, I
would rather fall off than not. A great number of polite allusions and genteel
inquiries were, as may be imagined, made by the jolly boat’s crew. But
though the lady affected to be a little angry at first, she was far too good-
natured to be angry long, and at last fairly burst out laughing with the
passengers. We did not fall off again, but held on very tight, and just as we



were reaching Killarney, saw somebody else fall off from another car. But
in this instance the gentleman had no lady to tumble with.

For almost half the way from Kenmare, this wild, beautiful road
commands views of the famous lake and vast blue mountains about
Killarney. Turk, Tomies, and Mangerton were clothed in purple like kings in
mourning; great, heavy clouds were gathered round their heads, parting
away every now and then, and leaving their noble features bare. The lake
lay for some time underneath us, dark and blue, with dark misty islands in
the midst. On the right-hand side of the road would be a precipice covered
with a thousand trees, or a green rocky flat, with a reedy mere in the midst,
and other mountains rising as far as we could see. I think of that diabolical
tune in Der Freischiitz, while passing through this sort of country. Every
now and then, in the midst of some fresh country or enclosed trees, or at a
turn of the road, you lose the sight of the great, big, awful mountain; but,
like the aforesaid tune in Der Freischiitz, it is always there close at hand.
You feel that it keeps you company. And so it was that we rode by dark old
Mangerton, then presently past Mucruss, and then through two miles of
avenues of lime-trees, by numerous lodges and gentlemen’s seats, across an
old bridge, where you see the mountains again and the lake, until, by Lord
Kenmare’s house, a hideous row of houses informed us that we were at
Killarney.

Here my companion suddenly let go my hand, and, by a certain uneasy
motion of the waist, gave me notice to withdraw the other too; and so we
rattled up to the Kenmare Arms; and so ended, not without a sigh on my
part, one of the merriest six-hour rides that five yachtsmen, one cockney,
five women and a child, the carman, and a countryman with an alpeen, ever
took in their lives.

As for my fellow-companion, she would hardly speak the next day; but
all the five maritime men made me vow and promise that I would go and
see them at Cork, where I should have horses to ride, the fastest yacht out of
the harbour to sail in, and the best of whisky, claret, and welcome. Amen,
and may every single person who buys a copy of this book meet with the
same deserved fate!

The town of Killarney was in a violent state of excitement with a series
of horse-races, hurdle-races, boat-races, and stag-hunts by land and water,
which were taking place, and attracted a vast crowd from all parts of the
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